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ponent of Italian nationalism, and it was
partly due to his flaming appeals that Italy
entered the World War in 1915. D'Annunzio
himself made a record in the field of aviation
as a lieutenant, and showed himself one of
the most daring flyers on the Austro-Italian
front.
Of the novels of d'Annunzio the most
notable include The Child of Pleasure, The
Intruder, The Flame of Life and Virgins of
the Bocks. His plays, which have too little
dramatic action to be stage successes, include
Francesco, da Rimini, The Daughter of Jorio,
The Martyrdom of Saint Sebastian and The
Dead City. The latter was written for Sarah
Bernhardt. A late collection of lyrics—
Laudi—was enormously popular in Italy.
AN'ODE, the positive pole of an electric
current, being that part of the surface of a
decomposing body which the electric cur-
rent enters; the way by which it departs is
called the cathode. See electricity.
ANSO'NIA, conn., settled in 1840 as a
part of Derby, was separated from the lat-
ter in 1889 and named in honor of Anson G.
Phelps. It is twelve miles northwest of New
Haven, on a branch of the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Eailroad, and on the
Naugatuek River, which is spanned by a fine
bridge. The city is famed for its clock fac-
tories, and it also manufactures copper,
brass and wire goods and heavy machinery.
It has the Phelps Memorial Library, a Y. M.
C. A. building 'and two parks. Population,
1920, 17,643; in 1930, 19,898.
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| NT, the common name of
an insect found in all
temperate and tropical
zones, belonging to the
insect order called Hy-
menoptera, which means
membrane-winged. Like
the bees and wasps, ants
live in communities, as
many as 90,000 of them
having been counted in
one ant-hill two feet high.
Each member of a colony,
•whether it be one of 500
ants or of many thou-
sands, has its own well-
defined and separate part
in the life of the group.
There is a great variety in the material,
size and form of ant hills, or nests, accord-
ing to the nature of the species. Most Amer-
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ican ants build their nests in woods, fields 01
gardens, usually in the form of small mounds
raised above the surface of the ground and
containing numerous galleries and compart-
ments. Some, however, excavate nests in
old tree trunks. Some ants live on animal
food, very quickly picking quite clean the
skeleton of any dead animal they may find.
In Southern Europe
there are ants which
feed on grain and store
it up in their nests for
use.
ANTS
During the winter
time ants rest in a
state of torpor and
require no food. Some
species live on sweet
substances, especially
the honey-dew which
exudes from the bodies
of some plant lice or
aphides. Sometimes
the ants herd the lice
on plants, much as
human beings herd cat-
tle, and from time to
time, by stroking with
their antennae, draw
the sweet fluid from a, worker; b, male;
the aphides as a cow is c' female*
milked. Other insects are kept in the nests
of ants and looked after in a similar man-
ner, and certain species of ants will attack
the nests of other ants, carry off their work-
ers and compel them to serve as slaves. The
marvelous intelligence of ants, and the won-
derful things which they do, seem to be be-
yond belief. They tunnel under rivers, build
bridges, unite to rescue a companion in
danger, and rejoice and play like kittens.
Some species are armed with stings, others
with powerful mandibles or with an acrid
stinging fluid which they can throw out. It
is said that when an ant of a certain species
dies, all the members of its community turn
out together, and in solemn march carry the
dead member to a suitable place, where they
dig a grave and bury the dead. After these
ceremonies are over the ants return in pairs
to their house. The "honey ant secretes a
peculiar honey and stores it away in its
abdomen until the latter becomes so swollen
as to be unmanageable; then the other ants
carry the honey maker into the nest and
feed it carefully. In time of need they de-

